Service Project Requirement
During their term of service, ASSET Members are required to develop, implement, and report on two (2) inclusive volunteer projects within their local community.  In addition to meeting grant requirements, the purpose is volunteer generation.  Equally important is the emphasis on inclusive volunteer opportunities.  Additional benefits include raising awareness about AmeriCorps and educating the public on issues affecting people with disabilities in their communities. The goal of each project will be to engage at least 10 community volunteers in 4 hours of service each. These projects should correspond to National Service Days whenever possible.  Click here for tips on how to get started: http://www.serve.gov/toolkits/general/index-started.asp
Projects should be member developed and driven

Member input is vital in the development in these activities; however, members are encouraged to collaborate with other organizations in their communities in the development of these volunteer days. Member involvement in the planning process will be adequate. Members are encouraged to collaborate with other AmeriCorps sites in their communities. A member attending an event that was organized by another organization or a member volunteering on a National Service Day will not satisfy this requirement.  Remember, the goal is that ASSET members are involved in the development and implementation of the volunteer project!  Here are some ideas for service projects: http://www.handsonnetwork.org/getinvolved/startproject
Projects should be inclusive
While these volunteer projects  are ways in which members can highlight people with disabilities in their communities, all projects should be inclusive, meaning both people with and without disabilities are engaging in service.  For tips on creating inclusive volunteer projects, please check: http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/node/17467
Projects should (when possible) correspond to National Service Days

· National Service Days are ideal times in which others in their community will be raising awareness about national service, AmeriCorps and other service and volunteer programs throughout the country. Members are not required to organize their service activities around National Service Days, but it may be beneficial. Some service days, such as Martin Luther King Jr. Day, provide funding to programs to plan and implement service day projects.  Often there are marketing materials available for free to help you promote your service project on national service days.  A list of National Service Days can be found here: http://nationalserviceresources.org/ep-service-events National Service Days are bolded on the ASSET Program Calendar
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Marketing your volunteer project

1. Be sure that your Supervisor is included in all outreach that you do for service events, since your event is a reflection of your service site and the ASSET*AmeriCorps program.

2. Register your project on Serve.gov:  https://myproject.serve.gov/public/CreateUserAccount.aspx
Documenting your Service Events

· Any time spent in planning and development of the service day should be documented on member timesheets as #7 Service Project Planning. No other activities should be listed as #7 on the timesheet. 
· Members will be required to have sign in sheets available to document all individuals who participated in the day. 
· Members will be required to turn in a Service Day Activity form.
· Members should write up ‘Great Stories’ from the Service Project and submit them to the Team Leaders for inclusion on the ASSET Blog and Newsletter.  Pictures also help ‘tell the story’!
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